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FROM THE EDITOR

‘Zhongqiujie kuaile’ – Happy Mid-Autumn Festival.

We are finally over the worst of the summer heat as things
start to cool, but not our enthusiasm for Yangshuo and its
beautiful  scenery. Since this year has been a bit of a wet 
one we have decided in this issue to focus on one of 
Yangshuo's famous waterways - the Li River.

We examine different ways of exploring the river, focus on
some of the nearby villages and scenic spots, provide 
details on how to make the most of river snails and finally 
solve the mystery of the enigmatic Li River Monster. 

So flag down a passing boat, grab a beer, relax and read 
on!
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The Li River

Li River

Li River
Describing the Li River, the Chinese poet Han Yu, 
back in the 8th century, wrote that: "The river winds like a 
green silk ribbon, while the hills are jade hairpins". To this 
day the Li River has  changed very little. The karst peaks 
are still majestically tall with lush vegetation and the Li 
River is one of the cleanest waterways in China.

The Li River begins  its journey high up in the Mao’er  
Mountains to the north of Guilin and just inside the 
province of Guangxi. It passes the town of Xing’an where
you can see the man-made Ling Canal. 

The river continues down to Guilin which is  Guangxi’s  3rd 
largest city. If you are living or staying in Guilin there are 
some really lovely walks  following the river banks and 
avoiding the city's  traffic. It feels like being back in the 
countryside.

Just south of Guilin the Li River reaches  the small village 
of Yangdi, where the Karst peaks begin to reach their 
greatest heights. The next section between Yangdi and 
Xingping is considered by most people as the highlight of 
a cruise on the Li River. This  section has the greatest 
concentration of really tall peaks with the occasional 
remote village. Local people have come up with 
interesting names for these peaks based on their shapes. 
Here you will find Camel Hill, Nine Horse Fresco, 
Grandpa Guarding The Apple and Tortoise Climbing The 
Hill.

After Xingping, the karst peaks 
become more sparse until the  
outskirts of Yangshuo and then 
they extend over a wider area 
reaching out towards and beyond 
the Yulong River. Yangshuo is  now 
the largest town in the area and is 
nestled in amongst some very tall 
peaks.

Downstream, past Liugong, the 
Karst mountains  quickly dwindle 
as the the river meanders its  way 
towards Wuzhou, where it joins 
the Xi River before its waters reach 
the Pearl River Delta in the 
province of Guangdong.

The Town Of Yangshuo  Nestled In Amongst the Karst Peaks
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Starting Point: Mao’er Mountain.
End Point: End Point: The city of Wuzhou. Technically 
speaking it ends  much earlier as  by the time it reaches 
Wuzhou it is called the Gui River.
Official Length: 437kms

Major Tourist Sites
North of Guilin:
Ling Canal (Xing’an)

In Guilin
Fubo Hill
Solitary Beauty Hill
Elephant Trunk Hill

Between Guilin and Yangshuo
Yangdi Village
Xingping Town
A cruise between the two towns above

In and around Yangshuo
Yangshuo itself
Fuli Town
Liugong Village
The Liu Sanjie light show which is  performed each night 
at the confluence of the Li and Yulong Rivers

Swimming in the Li River near Yangshuo
The Li River is generally very clean unless there has been
heavy rain. If you go swimming take care of your 
valuables.
There are many good swimming spots. Starting just 
North of Yangshuo there is a beach that used to be 
called the ‘Secret Beach’, then, below the Li River 
Retreat, there is the ‘Golden Sands’ beach, and closer to 
town there are the cruise boat docks, which are very 
popular with the local community.
To the South of Yangshuo, the villages of Mushan, Fuli
and Liugong are also great swimming spots.

Trivia
The last flood was in June 2009. It lasted just a day as 
the river flows reasonable fast and the rain waters 
drained quickly.
The last snowfall in the Yangshuo area was  over 10 years 
ago.

Li River Interesting Details
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One of the very best ways to experience the Li  River is on 
a cruise. You travel on the river up close to the towering 
karst peaks.

There are many cruise options but the following are the 
the ones we consider to be really special.

Any cruise that goes past Yangdi and Xingping
This being beyond doubt the best part of the Li River, 
anyway you choose to travel this section will be special. 
You can travel between Yangdi and Xingping on a raft or 
do the longer cruise from Guilin to Yangshuo on the big
cruise boats.

You can do this on a raft and just cover this section or do 
the longer cruise from Guilin to Yangshuo on the big 
cruise boats.

In our opinion, the rafts are the way to go. On the raft you 
are much closer to the water giving you a much better 
feel for the trip. On the big boats, you will  be crowded 
amongst other people.

You can book the raft trip through your hotel  in 
Yangshuo, any travel agency or just turn up to Yangdi and 
buy the tickets from the ticket office there. To get to 
Yangdi, your hotel or agency can arrange a car or you 
could take the local bus from the bus station (9 Yuan).

The rafts are four or six person rafts and the trip costs 
216 Yuan per person. If there is an empty seat then you 
need to pay 35 Yuan for it. The trip takes about an hour 
and a half  and you normally have a photo stop by Nine 
horse fresco hill. On arrival in Xingping, you can take a 
photo of the spot that was used for the image on the back 
of the 20 Yuan notes It is worth taking a walk around the 
old town and maybe have a meal at one of the 
restaurants. To get back to Yangshuo, you can take the 
local bus (7 Yuan) or have a car arranged to return you to 
your hotel. 

The best time of the day to do these raft trips is either 
early in the morning or late in the afternoon. It is cooler 
and he light is much better than at midday. The river is 
also not as busy so you won't have big boats blocking 
your views.

The big boats begin their journey just downstream of 
Guilin. All the boats leave in a convoy from around 
8:30am. These boats can hold about 80 people each. A 
basic lunch is supplied and the staff usually try and sell 
you additional items or drinks. The boats have a viewing 
deck on top which can get busy at times during the 
cruise. 

These cruises are best arranged in Guilin through a hotel 
or travel  agency. The cost is 450 Yuan per person which  
includes the transfer to the docks outside Guilin.

The cruise ends in Yangshuo near West Street. Lunch is 
generally served as you approach Xingping. If you 
managed to get on a domestic cruise boat, then you will 
be dropped off at the Dragon Head Mountain docks and 
will need to walk about 10 minutes into town.

If you are staying in Guilin the night before, then you can 
use these boats as a way for transferring to Yangshuo. 
There is space on the boats to store your luggage during 
the cruise.

Li River Cruises
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Yangshuo to Fuli and/or Liugong
This section of the Li River does not see anywhere near 
as much traffic as the Yangdi/Xingping section but still 
has some beautiful scenery.

Being much more peaceful, especially the Fuli  to Liugong 
section, this is a very relaxing trip. Arrange your own raft   
or boat and have an enjoyable and beautiful cruise.

The raft or boat can stop in Fuli for a while if you want to 
explore the town, before you continue to Liugong. Allow 
about 2 hours for the trip. When you arrive in Liugong, 
you can walk around the village and then return to 
Yangshuo on the boat/raft or, if you are keen for some 
exercise, ride bikes back along the village paths back to 
Yangshuo. If you want a private vehicle to drive you back 
from Liugong it is probably best to arrange this in 
advance.

 

Li River Cruises (continued)

Li River Retreat (Advertisement)
 

Located just on the outskirts of Yangshuo town, The Li River 
Retreat offers some of the very best views in this area. We 
pride ourselves on our hospitality and service levels.

Web: www.li-river-retreat.com
Ph: +86 (0)773 8828950
Email: 
reservations@li-river-retreat.com

We hope to see you soon!

http://www.li-river-retreat.com
http://www.li-river-retreat.com
mailto:reservations@li-river-retreat.com
mailto:reservations@li-river-retreat.com


yangshuo-now.com 7

Learning the lingo
The main language spoken in Yangshuo is their own 
version of Mandarin which the locals call  Yangshuo Hua. 
Most of the words are very similar to Mandarin so this is the 
best language to learn before coming here.

Some Yangshuo Hua
How much is it?
 Mandarin     多少钱 Duōshǎo qián

 Yangshuo Hua      Haoduo qian
Where are you going to?
 Mandarin     你去哪里 Nǐ qù nǎlǐ

 Yangshuo Hua      Ni ke nake

More Chinese
Happy Mid-Autumn Festival 
 中秋节快乐    Zhōngqiū jié kuàilè
Moon Cakes 月饼 Yuèbǐng
National Day 国庆节 Guóqìng jié
Water Buffalo 水牛 Shuǐniú
Sugarcane 甘蔗 Gānzhe 
Swim 游泳 Yóuyǒng
Bike Hire 自行⻋车出租  Zìxíngchē chūzū
Tandem Bike 双人自行⻋车 Shuāngrén zìxíngchē
Child Seat 小孩儿座椅  Xiǎo hái'ér zuò yǐ
Child Bike 小孩子的自行⻋车 Xiǎo háizi de zìxíngchē
Bike Lock 自行⻋车锁 Zìxíngchē suǒ
E-Motorbike 电动⻋车  Diàndòng chē
Hike/ Walk 徒步 Túbù

Chinese For The Li River
Li River 漓江 Líjiāng
Li River Cruise 漓江游 Líjiāng yóu
Bamboo Raft 竹筏 Zhú fá
Ferry 渡船  Dùchuán 
Mao’er Mountain 猫儿山 Māo’er shān
Xing’an 兴安 Xìng'ān
Guilin 桂林 Guìlín
Yangdi 杨堤 Yángdī 
Xingping 兴坪 Xìngpíng
Fuli  福利 Fúlì
Liugong 留公 Liúgōng
Bamboo Grove 竹林 Zhúlín
Kayak (Canoe) 独木舟 Dú mùzhōu
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Yangshuo County Map



yangshuo-now.com 9

One of the ways to enjoy the Li  River and also do a bit of 
exercise is to kayak down the river.

The company that owns the kayaks will  pick you up and 
drive you to Fuli where you can begin your journey. You 
can choose from two different ending points, either the 
village of Liugong or further downstream to Puyi. This 
section of the Li River sees only a small amount of traffic 
so it is very safe and you see many families going on these 
kayaks. You can rent one or two person kayaks. 

The Li River at this section is flows slowly so you will need 
to paddle some of the way, but it is not difficult at all. You 
can stop along the way and go for a swim or you can just 
lay back and enjoy the beautiful  scenery. It is so peaceful 
down this part of the Li River. We highly recommend it if 
you have been in Yangshuo for a few days and just want to 
relax with a few friends or your family.

There is so much to see in such a trip. You will most likely 
go past ladies washing their clothes or their vegetables in 
the river. There will be some young boys swimming in the 
river and if you are lucky, you may even glimpse the 
renowned Li  River monster munching away on submerged 
river grass.

Logistics
You can rent kayaks from your hotel  or just about any 
travel agency in town. The price includes return pick up 
from your hotel  and the kayak. At the time of booking, let 
them know whether you want to ride to Liugong or as far 
as Puyi and if you need need single or two person kayaks. 
Allow around two hours to get to Liugong and another hour 
or so to get to Puyi.

Make sure that you protect yourself against those sun rays. 
You may be feeling cool near the water but you will get 
sunburnt very quickly. A hat, long sleeved shirt and sun 
protection lotion is highly recommended. Bring drinking 
water also.

You will be given lifejackets for extra safety.

You could come back to Yangshuo straight after your 
kayaking or you could walk around Liugong which is one of 
the most unspoiled villages around Yangshuo. There is a 
farmer’s food restaurant if you are not shy about eating 
free range chickens or ducks complete with bones.

Out and about

Kayak The Li River
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The Legend of the Festival
The Mid-Autumn Festival  is celebrated on 15th day of 
every 8th lunar month when the moon is believed to be 
fuller and brighter than in other months. This usually falls 
during the second half of September or early October. In 
2012 The festival  falls on the 30th September. With the 
weather in yangshuo being much drier at this time of the 
year, there is a very good chance that you will see the full 
moon during this festival.

The festival is the most important festival after the 
Chinese Lunar New Year and dates back thousands of 
years. A full  moon is a symbol of togetherness, so the 
Mid-Autumn Festival is a time for family reunion. It is also 
a time to eat moon cakes, light lanterns and burn incense 
whilst enjoying the full moon.

There are several legends surrounding the origins of the 
Mid-Autumn Festival. One of the most famous of these is 
the story of Chang’e and Houyi. As usual, there are many 
versions; here is ours:

Houyi was a famous archer who saved the Earth from 
being scorched by shooting down nine of the ten Suns 
that circled the Earth at that time. Chang’e was a 
beautiful  girl who worked in the palace of the Jade 
Emperor. Houyi married Chang’e, but the other immortals 
were jealous and banished the couple to Earth. 

As a reward for shooting down nine of the Suns, Houyi 
had been given a pill  granting eternal life. Houyi hid this 
pill in his house, but Chang’e found it and ate it. The pill 
made her fly up into the sky, all the way to the Moon. 
Arriving at the Moon, she coughed up part of the pill  and 
gave it to a rabbit that lived there, hoping that the rabbit 
would be able to make a copy. Unfortunately, the rabbit 
couldn’t, and to this day is still  trying to reproduce the pill. 
Houyi tried to reach Chang’e, but strong winds prevented 
him. Houyi  built himself a palace in the sun, representing 
'Yang' (the male principle), in contrast to Chang'e's home 
on the moon which represents 'Yin' (the female principle). 
Chang’e and Houyi can meet only once a year, during the 
Mid-Autumn festival, which is why the moon is very bright 
and beautiful on that night.

The moral of the story would seem to be: don't eat 
strange pills that you find lying around the house. Also, 
whilst we think Global Warming is a new phenomenon, 
we have been through it all before.

Future festival dates
September 19, 2013
September 8, 2014

Fly me to the Moon
The Chinese Lunar Exploration Program (中国探月) - also
known as the Chang'e program - is a program of missions 
to the Moon undertaken by the China National Space 
Administration (CNSA). 

The spacecraft are named after the beautiful Chang'e 
from the legend of the Moon Festival. Chang'e 1 - an 
unmanned Lunar orbiter - was launched to the moon from 
the Xichang Satellite Launch Center on October 24, 
2007. 

The Chinese moon probe - Chang'e 2 - was launched on 
October 1, 2010 to commemorate the 61st China 
National Independence Day. 

Chang'e 3 spacecraft - China's first lunar rover - is 
scheduled to land on the moon in 2013. A manned 
expedition may occur after 2025.

The Mid-Autumn Festival (Moon Festival)

Photo Credit: Project Gutenberg eText 15250

Coming Up
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Mooncakes
Moon cakes are eaten to celebrate the Mid-Autumn 
festival. They are round and have a filling usually made of 
lotus seed paste or sweet bean paste. They may contain 
the yolk of a salted duck egg in the centre – when the 
moon cake is cut in half the egg yolk resembles the full 
moon.

Moon cakes possibly originated during the Yuan Dynasty 
(A.D.1280-1368) when China was ruled by the 
Mongolians. Leaders from the preceding Sung dynasty 
(A.D.960-1280) decided to form a rebellion to overthrow 
the Mongolians. Knowing that the Moon Festival was 
approaching, the leaders ordered the making of special 
moon cakes. Inside each cake was a message outlining 
the plan of attack. On the night of the Moon Festival, the 
rebels successfully attacked and overthrew the 
government, establishing the Ming dynasty (A.D. 
1368-1644).

The Mid-Autumn Festival (continued)

Secret Garden Boutique Hotel
Stay In Beautifully Restored Qing Dynasty Buildings

www.yangshuosecretgarden.com

http://www.yangshuosecretgarden.com
http://www.yangshuosecretgarden.com
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In this edition, we look at one Yangshuo’s smaller and
less developed villages.

Mushan Village is about 3km from Yangshuo, slightly 
downstream from the site of the Liu Sanjie Light Show. It 
can be visited on the way to Fuli or Liugong.

If you choose to stop here for lunch, there are some local 
farmers restaurants as well  as a good restaurant in the 
Snow Lion Resort that serves Chinese and Western food.

The village has a history of around 500 years with many 
of the original  houses being built during the Ming and 
Qing Dynasties. Most of the old buildings are clustered  
around the pond at the centre of the village.

Mushan Village is also known by the name: ‘Ma Gua’ (the 
eight Diagrams in Daoism). 

During the late Ming and early Qing Dynasties Mushan 
village was a centre of knowledge and many great 
scholars, landlords and high level officers who worked in 
the government came from the village. 

As is the case in a lot of ancient villages around 
Yangshuo most of the old houses have been replaced by 
new ones, but there are still enough remaining to make it 
worth exploring.

Around Mushan Village you can…
Hike along the Li River on a virtually unknown path all the
way to Liu Gong. 

Climb the stairs up 100m to the top of Yu Ping Hill  (next 
to the Snow Lion Resort), or walk through Mushan Village 
and climb Snow Lion Hill. It’s a good walk for children to 
see the dogs, pigs, chicken and water buffaloes in the 
village.

Cycle via small  villages either: to Liugong, then on to 
Yangshuo, or; to Moon Hill (a good place for lunch), then 
via the Yulong River to Yangshuo.

Cook your own Chinese food in the beautiful riverside
Cloud 9 Cooking School.

Most of the old buildings are clustered around the pond at
the centre of the village.

Spotlight On

Mushan
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Recommendations
Hotels
When deciding in which hotel to stay, the first criteria 
should be where the hotel  is located - in the town of 
Yangshuo or out in the countryside.

The hotels in Yangshuo generally get more exposure to 
street noise as well  as some music and crowds for the 
restaurants, bars and nightclubs. 

If you stay in the town, you have opportunities to go 
shopping and have only a short walk to find places to eat.

The hotels in the countryside offer quiet stays and some 
of them have spectacular views. They are closer to the 
sites that you will  most likely visit and you can walk 
around the villages that are nearby. Some of these are 
restored old buildings where you can experience the past 
but in comfort.

These hotels are a better choice if you want to get away 
from the crowds and have a getaway while still 
experiencing rural  China right up close. If you need to go 
into town then you can easily get a car to drive you.

Magnolia Hotel
Rosewood Inn
Morning Sun

7th Heaven
Climbers Inn
Showbiz Inn

Hotels in the countryside
Secret Garden
Giggling Tree
Mountain Retreat

Li River Retreat 
Snow Lion Resort
Village Retreat

Hotels in Yangshuo

Restaurants
Yangshuo has a diverse range of restaurants. There 
are restaurants that just serve Chinese food, or a mix 
of Chinese and Western food. The following is a list of 
our favourite establishments.

Cloud 9
This restaurant serves only Chinese food. They specialize 
in Sichuan style dishes whilst also doing excellent local 
dishes. This is a great choice if you are after a banquet 
with a few friends and you can share a number of dishes.

Pure Lotus Vegetarian
A more upmarket restaurant with excellent vegetarian food. 
It is worth visiting the restaurant just for its design.

Kali Mirch Indian
An Indian only restaurant that serves top notch 
Indian dishes. They have their own tandoor oven 
which makes great naan’s and roasted chicken 
dishes. This restaurant is great if you want 
something completely different.

Mixed Dishes Restaurants
If you are looking for a mix a Chinese and Western 
dishes such as sweet and sour pork and a pizza, 
there a large number of places catering for you. Try 
one of these:
Mimosa, 7th Heaven, Lucy’s, Kelly’s or Riley’s.

Very Local Restaurants
We love eating at any of the ‘hole in the wall’ places. 
Try the local  rice noodles which are filling and very 
cheap.
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Stuffed snails 田螺酿（Tiánluó niàng) is one of our own 
favourite dishes in Yangshuo. 
The tasty snail meat is mixed in with minced pork and 
fresh mint leaves, ginger and sometimes some chillies for 
added spiciness makes it a very enjoyable dish. This dish 
is great with a cold local beer or even with a nice bottle of 
Shiraz.

Since river snails often have some grains of dirt inside 
them, they should be cleaned in advance. This can be 
done in 2 ways: either by keeping them in clean water 
(changed twice a day) for 3 or 4 days without food; or a 
faster way is to put a few spoons of salt in the water and 
the snails will  be clean within 2 to 3 hours. It is best to 
use only the meat from the head part of the snail  for 
cooking and not the whole thing. There is around 100 
grams of snail meat in half a kilo of snails.

Local Flavour

Ingredients
These measures are for a two person serving

Stuffing
• 30 empty snail shells 100g minced snail meat 
• 250g minced pork
• 5g minced fresh mint leaf
• 2g minced fresh ginger
• 2g minced green onion 

Marinade
• table salt as required
• a pinch of black pepper
• 5g rice wine
• 5g starch powder or one egg white
• 1 table spoon vegetable oil

Cooking
• 250ml water
• 5g sliced ginger
• 2 cloves of sliced garlic
• oil for frying
• 15g fresh mint leaves

Cooking Method
• Heat the vegetable oil in a wok
• Add the sliced ginger and garlic
• Fry until they become brown in colour. 
• Pour in 250ml of water and add the stuffed snails. 
• Cover and leave to cook for 10 mins. 
• Finally add the fresh mint leaves and mix the starch 

powder with the remaining water in the wok to make 
a gravy. 

• Pour out onto a plate and serve.

This local recipe was brought to you by the 

Cloud 9 Cooking School
With two locations. One at Cloud 9 restaurant in 

Yangshuo’s West Street and the other location at the 
Snow Lion Resort.

You can learn how to cook this dish and many more!

Prices of the classes depend on the dishes you want 
to prepare.

Contact Details
Phone (Linda) : +86 135 0783 8851

Stuffed Snails

Preparation
On a chopping board, mix together well all the 
stuffing ingredients  using a kitchen knife. In a large 
bowl, mix together the ingredients for marinating. 
Thoroughly mix in the stuffing and leave to marinade 
for 10 minutes.
Using chopsticks or a teaspoon, fill the empty snail 
shells with the marinated meat, one by one. 

http://yangshuocookingschool.com
http://yangshuocookingschool.com
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Yangshuo Map
Type to enter text
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Phone Numbers
Police: 110
Ambulance: 120

Post Office
28 Pantao Lu (across the road from West Street)
Open from 9am till 9.30pm.

Money Exchange
Bank Of China has 2 branches, one on West Street (next 
to KFC) and one on Pantao Lu next to the local market. 
Open from 9am till 5pm.

ATMs
There are several  ATMs in Yangshuo. You can find them 
on West Street, Pantao Lu and Diecui Lu. These take 
most foreign cards.

Internet
Most hotels and cafes offer free Wi-fi. Some places will 
also have desktop computers for free. However, few will 
have any printing or scanning equipment. The better 
hotels will have these services.

There are internet bars around Yangshuo. Prices start 
from 5 Yuan per hour . Bring some ID with you as you will 
need to register before being allocated a computer.

Medical Services
The main hospital in Yangshuo is on Chengzhong Lu and 
does provide good health care. If you have travel 
insurance then they like to use as much of their 
equipment as possible to raise the total bill.

For something a bit different, we recommend seeing Dr. 
Lili. She is the person we go to visit when we need a 
proper therapeutic  massage. She is also a specialist on 
Chinese medicine and acupuncture. She has an excellent 
command of English and knows Western medicine 
practices and treatments.

Visa Extensions
For general tourist Visa extensions, these are available in 
Yangshuo at the local  PSB. However, this changes 
frequently and you may need to go to Guilin anyway.

For other Visa types, you will  need to travel to Guilin. 
Allow 7 days for a Visa extension.

Make sure that you have a valid passport and Visa whilst 
travelling in China. You can be fined and hotels are not 
allowed to take you in without valid documentation.

Bus Station
Yangshuo has one small but busy bus station. 
There are regular bus services to Guilin, Nanning, 
Guangzhou and Shenzhen as well  as number of local 
buses going to the nearby towns including Fuli, Xingping, 
Baisha, Jinbao (for the Yulong bridge), Gaotian (for Moon 
Hill) and Yangdi.

Train Station and Airport
Yangshuo does not have it’s own train station or airport. 
Both of these are in Guilin. 

If you are arriving into Guilin’s train station, we 
recommend walking up to Guilin’s bus station and taking 
an express bus (20 Yuan) or having your hotel  in 
Yangshuo send a car to pick you up.

If you are arriving by plane, and want to use public 
transport, you will  need to take the airport bus into Guilin 
(20 Yuan) and then take a taxi  (9 Yuan) or walk to the bus 
station to get an express bus to Yangshuo. The other 
option is to have your hotel  in Yangshuo send a car to 
pick you up at the airport.

Shopping
If you are planning to do any shopping on West Street 
then be prepared to haggle, a starting price of 300 Yuan 
may be lowered to as little as 30 Yuan. The trick is to look 
disinterested and poor.

Crime And Warnings
Yangshuo is generally a very safe place to visit. There 
have been pickpockets operate in the very busy times 
around West Street and markets such as Fuli.

In China, as in any country in the world, tourists are often 
seen as easy game by petty thieves. Whilst China is a 
very safe country it is always better to take proper care of 
your valuables. 

There have been a few crimes reported lately. These are:
• Cameras and other valuables stolen from the 

riverbanks whilst tourists are swimming.
• Wallets or mobile phones lifted by pickpockets in 

crowded markets.
• Girl travellers robbed whilst out cycling.

Please take care when in these situations...

If you are travelling into the countryside on a bike, then 
make sure that the basket on your bike is locked when 
carrying your day bag. Some people on motorbikes have 
snatched bags from these baskets in the past.

Useful Information
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National Day
The 1st of October is China’s National  Day. A week long holiday 
celebrating the founding of the People's Republic of China by 
Chairman Mao at 3pm on October 1st 1949 in front of 300 000 
people in Tian'anmen Square. During the 2011 National Day 
holiday, it was estimated by the Ministry of Railways that 69 
million passengers travelled on the country's trains over a 10-day 
period – an average of 6,9 million passengers per day. 

Festival Checker
Here are a few of the upcoming festivals within China

14th China Shanghai International Arts Festival
A month-long festival  held in Shanghai since 1999. It has 
become one of the top festivals for foreign cultural  exchange 
and won the award as China's most influential festival. It is a  
feast of all  forms of domestic  and foreign arts, such as music, 
dance, drama, etc. The festival lasts a month from October 
18th until  November 18th so you can experience a wide range 
of performances.

Double Ninth Festival 重阳节 
This festival  falls on the 9th day of the 9th Lunar month. Since the 
is considered to be an auspicious day, the ninth day of the ninth 
lunar month is therefore the most auspicious. On this day 
Chinese people usually climb hills, eat cakes and drink wine. In 
recent times the Double Ninth Festival  has become a festival for 
honouring the elderly and the deceased. Some Chinese visit the 
graves of their ancestors to pay their respects. October 23rd.

Taiwan Retrocession Day
A public holiday in Taiwan commemorating the day that 
Japan relinquished control of Taiwan and returned the island 
to the Republic of China on October 25th 1945.

112th Canton Fair 
The Chinese Export Commodities Fair held twice a year (spring 
and autumn) in Guangzhou. Business people from all over the 
World come to strike business contacts and deals with 
manufacturers from all  industries. During this period hotels in 
Guangzhou and Hong Kong can be hard to book and up to 
double the regular price.  October 18th till Nov 18th. 

www.china-journeys.com

http://china-journeys.com/
http://china-journeys.com/
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The Li River Monster
With the arrival  of the summer rains and ensuing increase 
in activity along the Li River, sightings of the elusive 
Buffalo Horned Li River Monster are once again on the 
rise.
Those who have seen the monster claim it has the head 
of a water buffalo and the body of a water buffalo. It is 
impossible to determine the exact size of the monster as 
it has only ever been sighted partially submerged, but it is 
believed to be about the size of a water buffalo, if not 
more so. 
Local  expert Dianzi says farmers along the river have 
known of the existence of the monster for centuries and 
traditionally use firecrackers and dynamite to scare the 
creature away from their fishing grounds. He says people 
who don’t believe in the existence of the monster are 
wrong. 

Our raving FeiHua reporter was recently in Xingping 
when there were claims of a terrifying sighting. He 
dashed to the scene to investigate and discovered a pair 
of visibly horrified tourists.
When interviewed about the calamity, an obviously 
startled Mrs Teapot stammered: ‘I heard… a…a series of 
explosions… explosions in the river… I went to have a 
look...’ Trying to compose herself, she continued: ‘I was 
confronted by the horrifying sight of two local farmers 
throwing dynamite into the river. They were wearing 
nothing but ill-fitting turquoise underpants. The scene was 
terrifying!‘   ‘My eyes! My eyes! Aaaagh….’

When we interviewed Mrs Teapot’s distraught companion 
who was very close to the explosions, she seemed 
bewildered and unable to answer our questions. She 
simply shouted: ‘What? What? Make the ringing stop!’
If proof was needed that the Li  River Monster exists, this 
would seem to be it.

The FeiHua team are currently compiling a fact sheet so 
that we can make tourists aware of this and other 
monster threats in Asian rivers. We were able to finance 
the first draught (tentatively titled: Bravely Enjoying 
Eastern Rivers – BEER) ourselves, but desperately need 
funds for future draughts of BEER. If you would like to 
contribute to this worthy cause, it will be of great benefit 
to us.

Fei Hua’s Column

Kali Mirch Indian Restaurant (Advertisment)

Yangshuo’s Finest Indian Restaurant

• All Our Spices Are Imported From India
• Indian Chefs
• Authentic Tandoor Oven
• Homemade Paneer And Yogurt
• Great Vegetarian Dishes
• Mutton And Chicken Curries

Spice Up Your Yangshuo Experience

Location:
We are located a short walk from West Street
Ph: 13737396451 (English/中文)
Ph: 13457364955 (Hindi)
Email: bittubishal@gmail.com"

mailto:bittubishal@gmail.com
mailto:bittubishal@gmail.com
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Beyond Yangshuo The Ling Canal
The Ling Canal (Líng qú 灵渠) was built around 214BC.

Its aim was to create a navigational  link between The Li 
River and the Xiang River. The Li  River flows south 
towards Guangzhou and the Pearl  River Delta, the Xiang 
River flows north towards the Yangtse River.
 
The Ling Canal was commissioned by Qinshiihuang who 
is probably more famous for his Terra cotta Army in Xian 
and by constructing long sections of the Great Wall. In 
this case, Qin (for short) was looking to attack the 
Hundred Yue Tribes of the area then known as Lingnan. 
His force was said to comprise 500,000 troops and the 
Ling Canal was vital to the project in that it allowed for 
supplies to be brought by boat from their bases in the 
north.

 
The final route chosen is only 32km in length, much of 
that being twists and turns to maintain height. This means 
that the canal has almost no discernible flow and that, 
therefore, goods can be transported efficiently in either 
direction. With flat-bottomed barges, a single pole-man 
was able to move tonnes of goods – slowly but steadily. 
The Ling Canal became a very important trade and travel 
link between the southern and northern parts of China

Logistics
The Ling Canal is one of those sites that should be 
popular but just misses the cut. The main factor that 
prevents it becoming more popular is its location. It is to 
be found to the north of Guilin whereas almost everything 
else of interest is to the south. That’s great news for those 
who are tired of the crowds at every other site and would 
like a special day out.

The tourist site lies just outside of the town of Xing’an 
which itself lies just over 60 kilometres north and east of 
Guilin. It is possible to get to the site by a combination of 
public bus to the town and then shuttle bus to the tourist 
site but most visitors prefer the convenience of a private 
vehicle especially as this allows them to visit other parts 
of the canal or sites around Guilin on the same day.

What to see?
The site is extensive but actually only the small area 
immediately inside the ticket office contains any buildings. 
Here you will find several  temples dedicated to those who 
brought the Ling Canal project to fruition. These are 
attractive but lack any explanations in English. 

Just beyond this area, you will find the mouth of the canal 
with the weir that divides the Li River flow appropriately. 
This is cleverly designed such that water is also diverted 
out through the opposite bank to rejoin the Li River 
around the bend; not a pointless exercise but one which 
reduces the risk of flooding along the canal when the Li 
River is in spate.

If you have your own private vehicle then you could also 
head off to see other parts of the canal. These require no 
tickets and should mainly be used as an excuse to see 
more of the surrounding countryside. These roads will  not 
be familiar to most tourism agency drivers so expect an 
adventure.

There is also a small museum displaying wreckage from 
a flying tigers squadron from WW2.
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In order to help everyone enjoy their activities on the Li 
River, the FeiHua team have compiled a short 
questionnaire. We value your opinions and would 
appreciate it if you could find the time to answer the 
following questions:

1. How would you describe the quality of the Li River?
a) Too wet
b) Just right 
c) Not wet enough

2. Were you happy with the weather?
a) No, it should be changed to better suit my needs
b) Reasonably happy, but then I’m never completely
    happy
c) I don’t think we had any

3. Which description best fits your local guide?
a) Very knowledgeable and informative
b) Quite pretty with Asian features, but not very tall
c) Robert

4. If you were a river which river would you be?
a) The Li River
b) The Yulong River
c) Joan Rivers

5. Do you believe that the conservation of the Earth’s 
water resources and protection of its waterways is 
essential to ensure the livelihood of future generations?
a) Yes
b) No
c) All of the above

If you answered mainly a or b to the above questions you 
win. Please send us your responses. If you answered 
mainly c you are wrong.

FeiHua Li River Reader Survey
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Fishing On The Li River

Photo Courtesy of Mark Anderson
www.toursabroadchina.com

http://www.toursabroadchina.com
http://www.toursabroadchina.com
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Latest News
Here is a look at what has been happening in and around 
Yangshuo

New Restaurant
The Secret Garden in the beautiful  old village of Jiuxian 
has recently opened a new restaurant. The beautifully 
restored old village house is a relaxing place to enjoy a 
drink or a meal. The restaurant serves tempting Chinese 
and Western food. Whether you are staying in the hotel 
or visiting as part of an excursion to the Yulong River 
Valley, you are sure to have a great meal and memorable 
experience..

Dragon Air Flies To Guilin
Dragon Air has resumed its direct flights from Hong Kong 
to Guilin. Now we have three airlines servicing this route, 
China Southern, Hong Kong Airlines and Dragon Air.

Together with Air Asia from K.L. and Jetstar from 
Singapore, we now have more visitors from within Asia. 
Hopefully we will one day see the return of Bangkok Air 
and direct flights from/to Bangkok.

New Bar
The London Tavern has opened up with draft beer on tap. 
You can now drink pints of London Pride with your home-
cooked British food.

The London Tavern is located on Gui  Hua Lu across from 
the Alley Bar.

Free Highway Tolls
Are you driving your own car during the October holiday? 
Well the tolls on the expressways will  be abolished for 
private cars. This is an attempt by the government to get 
people away from using the heavily congested holiday 
public transport system and use their own private cars or 
even hire a car.

We drive our car between Guilin and Yangshuo on a 
regular basis and we use the expressway for this trip. It is 
largely empty as the toll keeps most local drivers on the 
old road. We expect that with no tolls, the expressway will 
see a massive increase in traffic  and the old road may 
become very light on traffic  and may even be our new 
preferred option, ah the irony.

More Sugar Cane
The rise in wholesale prices of sugar cane has seen an 
increase in the number of fields now growing sugar cane. 

You can see large areas of sugarcane being grown on the 
road between Fuli and Xingping and in patches all  around 
the Yangshuo area, but if you want to see sugar farming 
en masse, take the drive from Guilin to the capital 
Nanning. All you see is sugar for 3 hours of the drive.

In Yangshuo, the locals enjoy chewing on the raw 
sugarcane just after it has been harvested.

The Secret Garden’s Restaurant
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Photo Courtesy of Mark Anderson
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